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“And You, Capernaum!”      Text – Mark 2:12      OT Reading – Isaiah 35

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,

Gentle Jesus, meek and mild, is how many people think about the Lord Jesus.  

And we have already seen something of the gentleness of Jesus in Mark’s Gospel as He tenderly healed Peter’s Mother-in-Law.  

However, we also read in the Gospels about a Jesus who makes a whip out of chords and drives everyone out of the temple and scatters the coins of the money-changers and overturns their tables.  

And that is hardly a picture that we would associate with gentleness.  

So, Gentle Jesus, meek and mild is not a full description of the person and work of Jesus.  And we see something of this in this next section of Mark’s Gospel as we encounter Jesus the controversialist.  For here Jesus will deliberately and forcefully confront and challenge the Jewish authorities.  This will very much be a showdown, if you will, between Jesus and the leaders of the Jews.  
And it may help you to have your bulletin open for a moment as it is probably easier to follow what I am about to say if you see it rather than just hear it.  

Some of you might have heard before that this next section of Mark’s Gospel is known as a ‘controversy dialogue.’  So far, we have witnessed Jesus the preacher and healer, but now we see Jesus engaged in controversy.  In 2:1-3:6 Jesus will be involved in some controversies/some debates/some pointed interactions with the Jewish authorities.  

· And there are two of these sections in Mark’s Gospel.   The other is in ch’s 11-12.  

· This one takes place in Galilee and the other one takes place in Jerusalem.  

· And Mark helps us see that these are section by grouping 5 separate episodes together, which all follow a similar pattern and have the same theme.  

· So, in this first controversy section, you have the healing of a paralytic, then you have Jesus eating with Levi, a tax-collector, in 13-17, then a question about fasting in vv18-22, then the disciples plucking grain to eat on the Sabbath in vv23-27, and lastly the healing of a withered hand in 3:1-6.   

· And in each of the five, there are questions from the Jewish authorities aimed at Jesus and an act and/or an answer of Jesus that answers their question.

· And the theme here is the divine authority of Jesus as the son of God.

And the reason I have brought this to your attention, congregation, is to highlight the richness of this book – the Bible.  

This is not just Mark telling us that Jesus did this and then He did that and then He did this.  

This is a Gospel.  This is good news about Jesus.  

This is an author who has gone to considerable lengths, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to use any and every skill he possesses to help us see Jesus as man and as God.  

Now, this truth is plain enough in 2:1-12 as a stand alone episode.  We see Jesus forgiving sin, and knowing what people are thinking in their hearts, and healing; things which only God can do!  And that is reason enough to acknowledge Jesus as God Himself.  

But when we see how this episode connects with the next four episodes to form a unit that is part of a carefully crafted record of a Saviour who came to save sinners and to redeem a fallen creation as its King, well, that should prompt us to a greater love and adoration of He whom this book is about – the Lord Jesus Christ.  

But it should also create within us a desire for an even greater understanding of this incredible book!  

So, as Jesus begins a series of encounters with His critics in Galilee, His divine authority is first revealed in the healing of a paralytic.  And we simply consider the context, the occasion, the encounter, and the response.

So firstly, the context.

1. Last time we were together in Mark’s Gospel, we looked at the healing of the leper that ends ch. 1.    And there are three noteworthy parts of that story that set the scene for the events in our text today.  
a. The first is in v41.  
i. You see, there are thousands of Greek manuscripts that are used to translate the Bible into modern languages.  And they are in word perfect agreement 99.9% of the time.  And where there is variation, it is never in a critical place.  
ii. And v41 is an example of this.  You see, while most manuscripts begin v41 with “filled with compassion Jesus reached out His hand and touched the man, there are some that read, “filled with anger Jesus reached out His hand and touched the man.” 
A. And at first read, that sounds quite shocking, doesn’t it.  Why would Jesus be angry here?  Compassion, rather than anger, seems to fit better with healing.   
b. But if you look secondly at v43, where we read that “Jesus sent him away at once,” a literal translation of the Greek there is Jesus ‘cast him out.’  
i. It is the same word that describes what Jesus does with demons – He casts them out of those who they have possessed.  It is a very forceful expression.
c. And then thirdly, we read also that he cast him out “with a strong warning.”  
d. So in vv40-45 we have definitely two and maybe three elements of some passion and force to what Jesus is doing and saying; a righteous indignation.  Why is that?  
i. Well, one reason has to do with our text in ch. 2.  
A. You see, as Jesus meets this leper, He already knows that He must soon have these with the Jewish authorities.  
B. And the news that this man spreads about Jesus is part of what brings the Jewish authorities to Galilee.  So Jesus has this encounter with the leper knowing that the leper will disobey Him and spread the news about being healed from leprosy, which will set in motion the episodes we now read in ch. 2.  

So, that is the context to what we now read in vv1-12.  Jesus knows that the time has come for Him to engage His critics in Galilee.  So now let’s consider the occasion described in vv1-5.

1. And the occasion finds Jesus back in Capernaum, which is where He was in v21.  
2. And when He was there the first time, the whole town gathered at the door of the house He was in and Jesus healed many.  And this has not been forgotten.  And so, with the return of Jesus, again, many gather to the point that there is standing room only.  Almost!  
a. You see, the parallel account in Luke tells us that the Pharisees and the teachers of the law were sitting.  And doesn’t that tell you a whole lot already.
i. What, us stand?!  But we are Pharisees!  Standing might be alright for the riff-raff, but we are the leaders of the people.  
b. And Luke tells us also that these Jewish leaders had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem.  They are here in large numbers.  
i. And they are not here to learn, they are here to catch Jesus out.  They are the prototype Spanish inquisition.  They are here to get the goods on Jesus so they can report back to head office with evidence of wrong doing.
3. But while Jesus is preaching, some men bring to Him one who is paralyzed.  And such is their determination that he be healed, they, literally, unroof the roof!  
a. Imagine that, boys and girls!  There is Jesus preaching away and the next moment, there are some scratching noises and then a small hole in the roof which slowly gets larger and larger.  
i. Occasionally we get a fly or a bee in here which can make it hard to concentrate but imagine this!  Imagine if all of a sudden we heard some thumping around up there and then saw a hole in the ceiling?  No one would be listening to me anymore.  And surely, no one was listening to Jesus any more.  The attention of everyone was upward.  
A. And maybe the Pharisees are already hoping mad because they have ceiling dust on their beautiful synagogue robes!
b. And then, down through the hole comes a mattress with a man on it who clearly spends his whole day on that mattress.  He is obviously paralysed.  And he is there, at the feet of Jesus, because of the faith of his four friends.  
i. For notice  that what Jesus does for the paralyzed man is connected not to his faith but to the faith of the four men – v5, “When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’” 

ii. And we know that they repeatedly tried to get in through the doors, but could not.  But such is their love for their friend and such is their belief that Jesus will heal him, they decide to go to these great lengths to get him to where Jesus is.  
A. So they are persistent.  They do not give up.  
1) They are another example of the persistent widow in Luke 18.  
a) Do you remember that story, boys and girls?  A widow wanted justice from a judge.  But he didn’t fear God or men and he refused to help her.  But she kept coming and pleading, again and again.  And eventually, the judge helped her just to be rid of her.  
i) And Jesus told that story, in part, to urge His people to be persistent in their service an in their prayers.  
2) And here too we see the blessing that follows persistence.

a) No one will let them in.  Every one is telling them to quit.  The Jewish leaders will certainly be unimpressed with what they do.  And of course they will even have to pay to repair a roof that they have vandalized!  But such is their faith in Jesus, nothing will stop them from carrying out their plan.
3) Do you have faith in Christ like this?  Is your trust and confidence in Christ such that you will press on despite opposition and even if it costs you?  
4. Well, Jesus saw their faith and said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  And aren’t they astonishing, striking, and unexpected words!  There before Jesus lies a man who is paralyzed.  And somehow this is obvious to everyone.  He cannot walk.  And Jesus says, “Your sins are forgiven you.” 
a. And only God can say or do this!  So yes, Jesus is a man.  We can see that.  But clearly He is more than just a man.  He is God!

b. Now, Jesus’ words may reveal that this man was paralyzed because of a sin or sins he committed.  
i. Sickness is not always directly tied to a specific sin.  
A. Job and the man born blind are biblical examples of this; neither were sick because of a sin they had committed.  
ii. But sickness can come about as a result of specific sin.  
A. In the Bible we read examples of this in connection with leprosy or being unable to speak.

B. And today, for example, a person might contract a sexually transmitted disease as a result of sexual activity outside of marriage.  
iii. But whether or not his paralysis was related to a specific sin, this man’s greatest need was not to be able to walk but to have his sins forgiven.  And that is the same with everyone.  
A. As much as I might hope and pray that a loved one or a work colleague might be made well, more than that I pray that they might know the greater healing of having their sins forgiven.  
1) The priority of prayer should be that faith be preserved and then that life be preserved.  
a) Is that the case with your prayers, people of God?  Do you give spiritual wellbeing the priority in your prayers?
But thirdly, Jesus clearly says what He says here for the benefit of the Jewish leaders.  And this is where we move from the occasion to the encounter in vv6-11.
1. What should these Jewish leaders have been doing instead of sitting there on the best seats?  They should have been outside rounding everyone up.  Go and listen to Jesus!  They should have been the ones who made room for the paralyzed man.  They should have been the first to stand up and receive the mattress as it came down through the roof.  Right?

2. And while we don’t know what OT passages Jesus was preaching about, He may have spoken about Isaiah 35, the passage we read earlier that talks about the time that God will heal the lame.  And even if He did not specifically preach on that passage, it was a well-known messianic passage of the Jews.  It was known by these Jewish leaders.  
a. But such is their blindness, they cannot; they will not see it being fulfilled right in front of their eyes.  
b. They are there for one reason and one reason alone, and that is find fault with Jesus.  
3. And having come hoping for something controversial, Jesus serves it up in a bucket load!  Claiming divine authority, He forgives this man’s sins or announces that this man’s sins are forgiven.  
4. And before they had even spoken a word of objection about what seems to them to be a blasphemous claim by Jesus, He further reveals His divine authority by declaring that He knows what they are thinking.  
a. And whoever told Mark about this event probably knew what happened here because of the look on the Pharisee’s faces!  

i. Boys and girls, have you ever had that situation where Mum or Dad says they know what you are thinking because of the look on your face?  Guilty/Troubled?  
ii. So the disciples heard Jesus speak the words of forgiveness, and then, just a few seconds later, confront the leaders about what they were thinking before they had uttered a word, and could then see on the faces of the leaders, as plain as day, that that is exactly what they were thinking.  “Immediately Jesus knew in His spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and He said to them, "Why are you thinking these things?  Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up, take your mat and walk'?”  
b. And perhaps He then paused for a few seconds to let the implications of this question sink in.  And it is the perfect response from Him, isn’t it.  
i. How can anyone tell if someone’s sins are forgiven?  It is not possible to look into a heart and see that this has happened.  
ii. But if someone who is obviously paralyzed gets up and walks as the result of just a spoken word, then surely a divine person and power is present!  
iii. And so Jesus says, “But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...." He said to the paralytic,  "I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home."  He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all.”
5. Now congregation, think back to the first chapter of the Bible.  There is a phrase repeated in that chapter, several times, which has relevance to what Jesus does here.  Can you guess what it is?  It is this: “And God said, “Let there be (light or an expanse or dry land or animals or man) and it was so.”   Psalm 33:9 expresses this beautifully also, “For [God] spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm.”  
a. And so, just as God creates all things from nothing by His word, so Jesus here creates strength from weakness by His word.  
i. By the eye-witness testimony of many, Jesus said Get up and walk and a paralyzed man was instantly well and able to get up and walk!
And so, lastly and as we conclude, we consider the reactions.

And the first reaction is that of the paralyzed man.  
We are not told, but in my mind I can picture him running and jumping and cartwheeling and dancing.  Imagine his joy!  Jesus has forgiven my sin and made me able to walk!  Yahoo!  

And then there is the reaction of his four friends.  And they will surely be dancing and skipping along with him, equally joyful that their faith has been so wonderfully and richly rewarded!  

And the third reaction is one that is not recorded in the text but one we know of from the Gospel.  And that is the reaction of the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law.  
And if you were here last week and heard the sermon on the prodigal son, you will recognize similarities with the older son in the parable.  
The older son refused to rejoice over forgiveness and grace.
And there is not a hint here that these Jewish leaders were joyful about what they had just seen with their own eyes!  
Hebrews 11:3 says, “By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.”  What makes you so sure that God created all things from nothing in the space of six ordinary days?  You have read it in the Bible and you have chosen to believe it – that is faith.  
Well, Jesus healed the paralytic and in so doing demonstrated that He can forgive sins.  He is God.  The Jewish leaders saw this but refused to believe in Jesus.   
You have heard about it.  Do you choose to believe?  Will you believe, today?
And that brings us to the last reaction – that of the people.  v12 tells us that the people were amazed and “praised God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’”  
And since 1:22, this is the third time that we have read of the people of Capernaum being amazed.  
And each time, a different Greek word has been used to describe their amazement.  
And this time, the word used literally means besides themselves with astonishment.   
But despite what seems to be a good response, it is still not the response of saving faith in Jesus.  They still do not connect this man with Isaiah 35 and believe in Him.  How do we know this?  Because later on, Matthew’s Gospel records these words of Jesus about the people of Capernaum, “And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies?  No, you will go down to the depths.  If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this day.  But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.”  
The amazement and the faith of these people was miraculous faith not saving faith.  
The command of God is that you believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins.

The command of God is that you repent of your sins and turn away from them.

The command of God is that you bow your knees in total submission to Jesus – Lord of lords and King of kings.
Is that your faith?

May it be so.  Amen.

